The Sword, March 2005 by unknown
Photo by Ben Fink 
The newly acquired Water Works Building is located across from the Music Building on Hamline Ave. 
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Concordia Campus Expands to the West 
By Kaitlin Hartnett 
About three years ago, a plan was 
started to officially add the old St. 
Paul Water Utility Building to the 
Concordia University campus. A 
few months ago, that plan became 
a reality as athletic coaches began 
having some of their athletes 
paint the offices on the second 
floor and move their things into 
freshly-painted offices. 
Vice President for Information 
and Technology and Operations 
Dr. Eric LaMott said the plan to 
add the building was originally 
formulated when the St. Paul 
Water Utility decided to move all 
of their consolidated sites to a new 
building in Roseville, a few miles 
from the Concordia campus. 
"When the opportunity 
presented itself, we presented it 
to the President's Cabinet and got 
it at a great price," LaMott said. 
"It was really the only direction 
we could go because of our 
landlocked position. And along 
with the building, we received 
over four acres in the back for 
future expansion." 
The property, which consists of 
three main parts, was purchased for 
$1.4 million. The main building, 
289 Hamline Ave., is to be called 
the Athletic Conference and 
Events building. The upper floor 
will be used as athletic offices for  
the coaches of football, softball, 
track, cross-country, soccer, golf 
and sports information. There 
is also a small classroom for 
athletic study tables. On the lower 
level there will be a women's 
track, cross-country and soccer 
locker room. Another corner of 
the lower floor is for Conference 
and Events, possibly even a new 
athletic training room. 
The other buildings, numbers 
277 and 290 will be used for future 
Art Department expansions and a 
new football expansion building, 
respectively. The new football  
area will include a new weight 
room available to all athletes. 
The football team is currently 
raising funds to renovate this 
area and finally move out of 
the Lutheran Memorial Center 
(LMC). The LMC is to be used 
only for Graduate and Continuing 
Studies. 
"There are a couple spots that 
are undefined," LaMott said. "But 
for the most part, everything has 
been identified. It's turning out 
great." 
As for all the painting that 
needed to be done to transform the 
old green and tan walls into beige 
and blue, most coaches hired 
their teams to do the painting in 
their spare time. In fact, an old 
meeting room with an upper level 
was almost completely redone by 
hand labor. 
"Everyone's really been pitching 
in and helping out," LaMott said. 
"Everybody seems to really like it 
and can see why it would make 
a better athletic building than 
academic building. It has to meet 
Federal American Disabilities 
Act (ADA) guidelines, and it's 
got too many stairs and it would 
be too expensive to renovate it 
that fully." 
LaMott describes the building as 
being "95 percent" done. He said 
the trickiest part was getting the 
whole building hooked up with 
Concordia's phone and computer 
network. 
"The Athletic Program put 
a lot of effort into it," he said. 
"We're excited about the ability 
to expand. We're just lucky it was 
the right price at the right time." 
Private College Day at Capitol 
Clarifies Educational Priorities 
Student 	at 	a 
Time" was the 
slogan printed on 
packets handed 
out to student 
representatives on 
Private 	College 
Day. 	Thursday, 
Feb. 24, 2005, 
marked the beginning of the 
annual Private College Day Fair 
at the State Capitol in St. Paul. 
This event brings private colleges 
from across Minnesota together 
to discuss what the financial 
issues campuses are facing and to 
promote their particular school to 
high school students. 
The events included activities 
such as a Citizen Advocacy 
Training Session in which 
participants received a brief 
"how to" lobbying training 
session, then met with their 
teams to coordinate discussions 
with legislators. There were 
also sessions with legislators, 
followed by speeches from the 
Higher Education Services Office 
and local legislators. 
Professor Michael. Charron, 
a seat in the State 
Representatives in 
said higher education 
is needed because 
not only does 
having a college 
degree make 
earning power go 
up, it improves the 
quality of life for 
everyone. 
"People that go 
to college are our 
teachers, doctors, 
lawyers, and leaders," Charron 
said. "They are going to be the 
ones finding the cures and making 
the world a better place. We don't 
spend money on 
higher education; 	 
we invest it and 
get more out than 
we put in." 
Charron also said 
events like Private 
College 	Day 
were important 
because they give 
students a chance 
to meet with their 
legislators face- 
to-face. 	"That's 
my favorite part of the job," 
he said. "It's not about sitting 
in committees and going to 
meetings; it's meeting one-on- 
one with the people I'm going to 
affect." 
Sophomore Andrea Chandler 
said she thought it was a good 
experience to be exposed to the 
political side of funding and 
meeting with people. "The best 
part was sitting in the Speaker of 
the House's chair and getting to 
see the floor where they actually 
debate issues of the State," she 
said. "And we got to pretend to 
vote." 
Chandler and fellow Senator 
Cameron Heiliger, Student Senate 
Vice-president of Relations, had 
the capitol. They 
to their assigned 
legislator, 	Rep. 
Tim 	Wilkin. 
"They were very 
welcoming and 
easy to talk to, 
and it felt very 
professional," 
Chandler said. 
"I'm glad we 
could at least feel 
like we were doing 
something." 
"We always 
have big groups 
coming through here," Charron 
said. "With so many people here, 
you can't help but listen." 
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Student Activists Rally to End Homelessness 
Photo by Ben Fink 
VOlenteers set up for "Homelessness on the Hill" at the state capitol, Wednes-
day, March 9. 
Photo by Elizabeth Wehr 
Students from 16 different Twin Cities area schools 
competed in this year's Math Day on Wed. Feb. 23. 
This all-day event gave high school students not only 
the chance to compete and show off their math skills, 
but a chance to interact with Concordia students and 
get a taste of the campus. 
By Alissa Kness 
On March 9, hundreds of people 
gathered on the front lawn of the 
Minnesota State Capitol. This 
large group, made up ofelementary 
school students, college students, 
concerned community members, 
advocates, non-profit workers, 
people currently experiencing 
and/or formerly homeless, local 
politicians, and many others, was 
gathered for the Homelessness on 
the Hill event. 
The event, organized by 
"Students Mobilize to End 
Homelessness" (SMEH), a 
coalition of student activists 
from Twin Cities' colleges and 
universities, was led by Hamline, 
Concordia and Macalester 
universities. "SMEH is an 
organization that was started by 
Hamline students a couple of years 
ago in an attempt to coordinate 
efforts toward addressing the 
issues of homelessness and 
affordable housing," said Meghan 
Paul-Cook, one of the Concordia 
personnel who is involved in this 
project. "Students from other area 
schools were invited to be part 
of the broad-based movement." 
SMEH intended to organize a 
similar sleep-out last November 
The second annual Math Day 
competition in the Buenger 
Education Center took place 
on Wed. Feb. 23. It involved 16 
different schools from, around 
the Twin Cities area competing 
for a traveling trophy. High-
school students competed at the 
competition and were able to play 
numerous games before the eyent 
started. They were also given 
tours around the campus. 
Ashley Hyatt, who helped run 
the entire event, said she thought 
it was a good experience for the 
students to get a chance to use 
their math skills to compete, as 
well as a good opportunity to 
promote Concordia University. 
"We had a lot more support and 
advertising this year [than last 
year]," Hyatt said. "We really 
grew a lot." 
The event also took a great 
deal of manpower, Hyatt said. 
They not only had, about 20 TriPi 
members working during the day 
at different events, but they also 
enlisted the help of the entire 
Math and Science Faculty, and 
the Admission Office. 
"Admission was really involved 
this time because it was a good 
chance to promote the school," 
Hyatt said. "We really had a lot 
of support from them." As for the 
event itself, Hyatt said it ran very 
smoothly, it was very organized 
and it was a great opportunity to 
see Concordia University.  
at the governor's mansion 
during National Hunger and 
Homelessness Awareness Week, 
but had to postpone the sleep-out 
due to logistical conflicts. SMEH 
held their first "night without 
a home sleep-out" two years 
ago at St. Paul Area Council of 
Churches, and last year they held 
one at the State Capitol. 
"As voters, we are very 
concerned with the homelessness 
in Minnesota and in our districts," 
a letter urging legislators to attend 
the Homelessness on the Hill 
event stated. "We want to remind 
our community about the tragedy 
of homelessness and demonstrate 
our unified commitment to bring it 
to an end. Every person deserves 
a safe and warm place to sleep... 
Homelessness is not a choice, but 
a reality." This quote sums up the 
goal of this event: making the 
public aware that homelessness 
is a very real and unfair issue 
which can be stopped if all work 
together. , 
According to Paul-Cook, one 
of Concordia's organizers, this 
event was "an opportunity for us 
to demonstrate our unified, non-
partisan commitment to ending 
homelessness in Minnesota, an 
opportunity for camaraderie 
and fellowship with others that 
are concerned about the issues 
of homelessness and affordable 
housing, and an opportunity to 
immerse ourselves in learning 
about the issues and what we can 
do about them." 
The schedule of events for 
the day included an evening 
of community education with 
local legislators and advocates 
hosted by Julia Dinsmore 
(formerly homeless artist/poet/ 
activist), spoken word/open mic 
performances, followed by a 
"night without a home sleep-out." 
The next morning, everyone was 
invited to join Lobby Day with 
Minnesota Coalition for... 
see "Raising Awareness" 
continued on page 6 
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M Answers: "What is this computer for, anyway?" 
Dear M, 
What's up? I have a question. 
My professors keep talking about 
acceptable uses of the computer; 
what exactly is that? I figure that 
Concordia gave me the computer 
to use, so I can use it in any way I 
want. In fact, I'm emailing from 
class right now. Multi-tasking, 
right? 
— Computer Conscience 
Dear Computer, 
The students of Concordia 
have certainly been blessed with 
laptops and a wireless network. 
However, I have noticed that at 
times, students may go a little far 
with their computer privileges. 
Depending upon the class and the 
professor, students may be able to 
enjoy infinite computer time. 
However, for a second, just 
imagine: You have a big speech 
planned, you have worked on it 
for days, and your big moment 
has arrived. You walk to the 
front of the room, take a breath, 
and raise your eyes to look at  
your audience. Instead of being 
confronted with faces, you are 
facing expressionless compute r 
screens. This situation is one tha 
professors at Concordia must face 
daily. 
Your professors 
may be hinting 
that acceptable use 
of the computer is 
not social emailing 
or talking on 
Instant Messenger. 
Acceptable use 
of the computer 
is more likely 
considered to be 	 
taking notes or 
going to websites that enhance 
the classroom experience. 
Multi-tasking means doing more 
than one task at a time. Multi-
tasking during class time may 
not be the most beneficial use of 
money or learning opportunities. 
While snapping open the laptop 
to check and send email or 
investigating for a homework 
project may seem like a good 
erevwv„,w. 
idea, it is likely that you will miss 
important points during the class 
in which you are sitting. 
To some professors, and even 
to some students, misusing 
your computer during class is 
disrespectful. 
Not only are 
you not paying 
full attention to 
the class but the 
professor 	and 
students 	must 
stare at the back of 
a computer screen 
the whole period. 
By using your 
computer during 
class, you may be distracted 
and you may not contribute to 
questions or discussions. Your 
classmates may be missing out 
By President Bob Hoist 
I remember how afraid I was as 
a little boy when my parents were 
late in coming 
home one 
evening. Was 
I abandoned? I 
actually feared 
that I might 
have to live 
forever with a 
• babysitter. 	I 
was 	terrified 
until 	my 
mother 	and 
father walked 
in the door. 
Their presence 
made all the 
difference in 
the world for 
my peace of 
mind. 
That personal memory helps 
me understand better our theme 
of the CSP 2004-2005 academic  
on your intellige nt conversation 
because you are d istracted during 
class. 
I would suggest 
that you try 
not taking your 
computer 	to 
some 	classes. 
Buy a notebook, 
pens, and pencils 
and take notes 
manually during 
class. I know 
that it sounds 
revolutionary, but 
just because Concordia gave you 
a computer ddes not mean that 
you have to bring it everywhere. 
College students around the world 
are surviving their four-year trek 
through higher education without 
laptops or wireless networks. 
year. "Fear not. I am with you," 
can apply to our lives in many 
ways but is especially meaningful 
for me at this 
time of year. 
The cold rain 
and the sticky 
mud of March 
can drag us 
down but 
realistic hope 
knows that 
the looming 
presence of 
spring 	will 
soon 	bring 
green 	grass 
and 
	
bright 
blooming 
flowers. 
Spring and, 
above all, 
Easter remind 
me of the power and presence of 
God. Like a Biblical parable of 
the triumph of warm love over 
I am not saying that you 
should not use the tools that the 
school offers; 
I am simply 
suggesting that 
you may want 
to 	reevaluate 
whether 	you 
really need a 
computer during 
every class. 
Your professor 
may or may 
not care about 
unacceptable 
uses of the computer, but it 
may be beneficial to consider 
whether you are respecting or 
disrespecting your professors and 
fellow classmates. 
Good luck, 
M 
cold hate, I celebrate the triumph 
of sunny spring's flowers over 
winter's deadly frost. 
As a Christian, Easter reminds 
me of the presence of God. I 
believe that Jesus of Bethlehem, 
Nazareth, Capernaum, Jerusalem 
and St. Paul suffered and died 
for fear-filled people and that 
he returned to life to give hope. 
Easter is that special time when I 
remember my parents and friends, 
who no longer share earth's 
spring flowers, and yet live in my 
memories and my hope. 
I trust that as Jesus rose from the 
dead to be reunited with his family, 
students and friends in the glory of 
God, so any of life's dreary, mud-
packed days will disappear in the 
living presence of divine hope 
that Easter promises. Fear Not. 
Christ is with us. Blessed Easter 
to all. Christ is risen. Indeed. 
"Multi-tasking during 
class time may 
not be the most 
beneficial use of 
money or learning 
opportunities." 
M 
"I trust that as Jesus 
rose from the dead 
to be reunited with 
his family, students 
and friends in the 
glory of God, so 
any of life's dreary, 
mud-packed days 
will disappear in 
the living presence 
of divine hope 
that Easter promises." 
- President Hoist 
"Acceptable use of 
the computer is more 
likely considered to 
be taking notes or 
going to websites 
that enhance the 
class experience." 
- M 
Easter Memories Bloom 
Photo provided by Dr. Jeff Burkart 
The cast of "Gospel Time in Gospel Rhyme" preforms "Elijah and the Prophets of Baal." 
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Gospel Time Celebrates Tenth Anniversary 
make this Biblical message 
engaging and personal 
to viewers like this man. 
Burkart emphasizes that, 
"sometimes the message 
just needs to be heard in a 
different context." 
Burkart relates the story 
of another viewer touched 
by this musical, this one 
from a 13-year-old boy who 
was dying of cancer. "He 
came to me after the show 
and said 'Mr. Burkart, I love 
the show. When I attend 
CSP some day I want to be 
in Gospel Time.' I played 
organ for his funeral a few 
weeks later. That young 
boy spoke about his faith 
and his future and how he 
wanted to share the Good 
News with people when 
he grew up. He didn't get 
a chance to 'grow up' bUt 
his faith was as mature as it 
could be." 
In these ways, "Gospel 
Time in Gospel Rhyme" 
has met its purpose. 
Burkart says, "Gospel Time 
has afforded many children 
and adults the opportunity 
to listen to the message of 
the Gospel and to respond 
in faith to the 'message. 
Whenever we speak of the 
mighty acts of God and tell 
that Jesus is the Savior of 
the World, God causes His 
Spirit to work in the lives 
of people in ways that we 
could never even imagine." 
Additionally, "Gospel 
Time in Gospel Rhyme" 
has benefited the Concordia 
Theatre Department and 
the school as a whole in a 
variety of ways. One way 
that the show has benefited 
the Theatre Department 
is in the discovery of new 
talent. For many students, 
class in preparation to be 
baptized." 
Hearing these stories in a 
new way can make them more 
accessible to listeners. Lines 
such as, "Here it is you sons and 
daughters / Washed in God's 
baptismal waters / All your 
sins have been forgiven / And 
in Christ you are now livin'!" 
more 
By Alissa Kness 
The Concordia Theater 
Department performed the tenth 
anniversary ofthepopularmusical, 
"Gospel Time in Gospel Rhyme" 
on March 11-13. This musical 
was billed as "a fun-filled, family 
musical that offers an entertaining 
and light-hearted approach to the 
Bible with singing, dancing and 
storytelling all told in rhyme!" 
This year's performance, "His 
Story is Glorious," consisted of 
seven plays and musicals based on 
biblical stories including "Elijah 
and the Prophets of Baal," "The 
Wise Men," "Daniel in the Lion's 
Den," "The Story of the Laborers 
in the Vineyard," "The Miracle at 
the Wedding at Cana" and several 
others. Written by Dr. Jeffrey E. 
Burkart, Associate Dean_ the 
College of Vocation and Ministry 
at Concordia University, St. Paul, 
the show was directed by Burkart 
and Concordia student Brian 
Schipper. 
Since its inception in 1995, 
"Gospel 	  
Time 	in 
Gospel 
Rhyme" 
has been a 
pivotal part 
of Concordia 
University's 
Theater 
Department. 
In fact, since 
1995, more 
than 30,000 
children 
and adults 
have 	been 
touched by 
the Biblical message within the 
"Gospel Time in Gospel Rhyme" 
plays and musicals. Burkart is the 
creator of the show, and the story 
of its creation is a very interesting 
one. 
Ten years ago, wanting to add 
some dimension to his devotional 
life, Burkart decided to spend 
some extra time studying the 
Bible. One 
morning, 
while reading 
Matthew two, 
the story of the 
wise men, some 
rhyming verses 
popped into his 
head, and he 
began writing 
them down. 
He soon had a 
five page poem, 
and, taking 
these verses to 
the keyboard, 
began 
composing 
stanzas 	of 
what 	would 
later become 
"Gospel Time 
in Gospel 
Rhyme." 
He did not 
stop at that 
story though, 
and soon had 
interpreted 
several stories into rhyme. 
Burkart states, "I realized that  
these poems would make drama. 
I had a musical." After taking 
the idea to the Concordia Theatre 
Department, he received a grant 
to direct the 
production, 
and through 
ticket sales, 
borrowing 
costumes 
and sets, 
and many 
volunteers, 
"Gospel 
Time and 
Gospel 
Rhyme"took 
to the stage 
in January, 
1995. "The 
purpose of 
the show is to present the gospel 
message in a new and refreshing 
way and, by means of poetry, 
drama, and music not only to 
tell, but help to explain some of 
the great stories of the Bible to 
children and grown-ups alike," 
Burkart said. 
This message has touched 
several audience members in a 
personal way. 
Burkart relates 
one especially 
touching story: 
"One person 
came to the 
show and saw 
the story of the 
Blind Man who 
washed in the 
Pool of Siloam 
— as a result 
of seeing that 
story he decided 
that it was 
time to have 
his 	daughter 
baptized. 	He 
had 	been 
thinking of this 
for a long time, 
and his pastor, 
who related 
his story to 
me, said that it 
was because of 
the baptismal 
images and 
explanation of 
baptism in the play that he finally 
was moved to have his teenage 
daughter come to confirmation 
learning actors/actresses, because 
it gives them the opportunity to 
work with an original script and 
original music that is being done 
for the first time. Performers get 
a different theatrical experience 
when they work with the person 
who actually writes the book 
and composes the music for the 
show. As well, Burkart notes 
that "since the show is performed 
several times, (as many as 14 
performances) students get a taste 
of what performing a show in 
professional theatre is like. We 
have played to over 30 thousand 
people over the last 10 years. The 
last two runs of the show played 
to approximately 4,700 and 4,200 
people respectively. That's a 
lot of folks." Addtionally, he 
notes that "both the staged and 
touring shows have showcased 
CSP student talent to our 
constituents. Students have come 
to CSP because they know that 
this kind of drama ministry exists 
and that they will have access 
to it... Gospel Time has given 
many theatre majors/minors and 
non-theatre major students the 
opportunity to develop dramatic 
and technical theatre skills over 
the years." 
this was their first exposure 
to drama. Burkart says that, 
"because the show has non-
competitive 'try-outs' (anyone 
who wants to be in the show can 
be in the show) inexperienced 
students who might not otherwise 
try out for other performances are 
willing to be a part of the Gospel 
Time experience." This show 
is a good experience to these 
"The purpose of the show 
is to present the gospel 
message in a new and 
refreshing way and, by 
means of poetry, drama, 
and music not only to tell, 
but help to explain some 
of the great stories of 
the Bible to children 
and grown-ups alike." 
- Dr. Jeff Burkart 
"Gospel Time has 
afforded many 
children and adults 
the opportunity to 
listen to the 
message of the 
Gospel and to 
respond in faith 
to the message. 
Whenever we speak 
of the mighty acts 
of God and tell that 
Jesus is the Savior 
of the World, God 
causes His Spirit to 
work in the lives of 
people in ways that 
we could never 
even imagine." 
- Dr. Jeff Burkart 
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Photo courtesy of Abby Dawkins 
Abby Dawkins serving the Lord in Chiclayo, Peru. 
' 
Photo courtesy of Krlsty Lorfeld 
Kristy Lorfeld serving God in Chicago, Illinois. 
Outreach Students Serve World Wide 
The response was just amazing. 
All 53 students were singing, 
clapping, and dancing to songs 
-like 'Every Move I Make' and 'All 
in All.' Everyone could tell that 
the Holy Spirit was really doing 
see them try on 
football uniforms. 
One of the 
greatest things 
that happened 
was the half-time 
show Instead 
of watching the 
televised half-
time show, the 
praise band from 
our church put on 
our own show by 
singing songs with the students. 
she left for Peru, 
her command 
of the Spanish 
language was 
limited to such 
words as "hola" 
and "taco." Last 
month she was 
the song leader 
for a Vacation 
Bible School that 
hosted over 150 
children from the 
neighborhood 
around her 
small church—
all the songs 
were, of course, 
in Spanish. 
Dawkins 	was 	 
also introduced 
to a unique aspect of Peruvian 
culture: 
"Carnival is a month-long 
water balloon fight which starts 
Peru by spending five months in 
an intensive language school. 
By her own admission, when 
Fifty-three Chinese students 
,showed up to celebrate the Super 
Bowl with our church on Feb. 
6. This was' such an amazing 
outreach event! It was so fun to 
teach these students how to throw 
  a football and 
By Phil Johnson 
Every year, Concordia 
University, St. Paul sends out 
students who will experience, first-
hand, the joys and frustrations of 
working with people. They travel 
as far away as Japan and Peru 
or remain as close as the Twin 
Cities. Those that stay in North 
America serve for about a year, 
while those who serve overseas 
commit to two years of service, 
so that they have time to learn the 
language and culture of their new 
surroundings. They are full-time' 
students, paying internship fees, 
and applying for financial aid. 
Some are paid a small salary by 
the congregation or ministry that 
they serve, and some must raise 
the necessary living expenses by 
asking for the direct support of 
individuals and congregations. 
A significant part of the 
requirements for many of the 
students seeking to serve in 
full-time church careers is their 
internship experience. Each year, a 
number of students in the Director 
of Christian Outreach (DCO) and 
Director of Christian Education 
(DCE) programs venture out 
to serve in ministry settings , 
across the United States and 
around the world. They leave the 
relative safety and predictability 
of • Concordia 
University 
behind for a new 
challenge, which 
requires them 
to apply, in real 
life settings and 
circumstances, 
what they have 
learned in the 
classroom. Each 
setting is unique 
with its own set 
of challenges. 
All of them have stories to 
tell—stories of frustrations 
and : heartache, misgivings and 
doubts, joys and small victories. 
Many come back to complete a 
semester or two of classes, but 
all are changed by the experience 
in ways that are as unique as the 
places they served. 
Kristina Lorfeld, Kim Acton, 
Bethany Paulus, and Abby 
Dawkins could not be more 
distant geographically. One is in 
Kazakhstan in Eastern Europe, 
while another serves in Japan. 
One serves in Peru, on South 
America's west coast, while 
another serves in Chicago in 
the heartland of North America. 
While each setting is different, 
perhaps you will hear, in their 
own words, how serving others 
in the name of Jesus creates a 
connection that stretches around 
the world. 
From Lorfeld in the heart of 
Chicago we hear: 
"These past few weeks seemed 
to have just flown by. I have no 
idea where the time went. I have 
been extremely busy working 
with the Chinese students, doing 
final preparations for the mission 
trip to China, and beginning my 
preparationto be the team leader 
for the Alaska: mission trip later 
this year  
the 20 ofJan., ends the 20 of Feb., 
and consists of two teams: boys 
versus girls. The weapon: water. 
The rules: drench anyone of the 
opposite team who passes by. 
There are no boundaries—it can 
happen at any time, in any place, 
from the rooftops downtown to the 
house next door At times it seems 
that the balloons are coming 
toward you and you don't know 
which way to face. They leave 
you drenched, yet refreshed and 
awake. 
My opportunities of refreshment 
come when God reminds me of 
his promises to produce fruit 
in those with whom I come 
in contact every day. I have 
had times of discouragement, 
physical sickness, as well as a 
bit of culture shock, but God has 
been reminding me that, through 
these times of discouragement, 
He sends me his refreshing 'water 
balloons ' of encouragement, 
which are his promises. When 
things get hectic, language is a 
barrier and doubts arise, God 
`wakes me up' to help me see that 
he is still with me and that he will 
continue to draw these wonderful 
people to Himself. Now that is 
refreshing! " 
From the 
warmth of Peru, 
enjoying a 
January summer, 
we move to a 
January ' that 
we are a bit 
more familiar 
with—cold and 
snow. Acton has 
been serving in 
Kazakhstan for 
over a year. This 
past January, 
she and her 
mission team 
hosted a group 
of eight students 
from Concordia 
University's 
Concordia Mission Society: 
"The purpose of their trip was 
two-fold: 1. To help jump-start 
a youth program with the local 
church and, 2. To observe and 
learn about the national church 
and culture in Kazakhstan. The 
group stayed at a large home 
owned by the mission, which is 
also the worship site of Lamb 
of God congregation. In order 
to attract local youth, we got 
permission for the Concordia 
group to teach English classes at 
a local school. Our national staff 
then invited these youth to nightly 
youth events. Because we were 
not allowed to talk about God 
in the schools, our only chance 
to share Jesus with these youth 
was at the nightly events. Imagine 
how exciting it was for us to see 
around 30 youth showing up 
every night!! 
It takes a lot of work to plan 
for a mission trip, to guide ten 
Americans through ten days 
in a foreign country, to inspire 
discouraged workers to try 
something new, to bring life and 
passion to an empty community... 
See DCO Students Serve the 
World on page 6 
something incredible in the lives 
of these students. 
We have also started a pen pal 
ministry. Most of the Chinese 
students studying in the United 
States also have a child living in 
_China. By connecting the Chinese 
children with children here at St. 
Paul Church we hope that the 
ministry with the students can 
continue on within the family even 
after the students have completed 
their studies and head back to 
China." 
Just imagine living and working 
and learning • in the heart of 
Chicago, and all the while, 
helping to develop ministry that 
impacts families on the other side 
of the world. From a small group 
study in a coffeehouse setting to 
touching the lives of those who 
have come to the United States as 
students, God is leading Lorfeld 
through some amazing learning 
opportunities! 
Dawkins began her two-year 
service to the people of Chiclayo, 
"My opportunities of 
refreshment come 
when God reminds 
me of his promises 
to produce fruit in 
those with whom I 
come in contact 
every day." 
- Abby Dawkins 
"Seeing youth sing 
praise songs for 
the first time, seeing 
them participate 
in a.skit about 
Jesus, seeing them 
stand up and read 
a Bible verse in 
front of-strangers- 
this is what makes 
it all worth it in the 
end, and this is 
what I have been 
called to do." 
- Kim Acton 
at are co' 
times when 
overwhelmed! I think 4  
that I have to do and 
if God has really ehoSe 
right person. How can' 
live and erg' 
"First, we hoped to 
unite students and 
give them a better 
understanding of the 
concept of homelessness. 
Secondly, we hoped to 
influence our legislators 
into pushing agendas to 
fight homelessness 
in Minnesota." 
- Logan Scheiwe 
discover ways 
in which they 
can make their 
voices heard, 
as with joining 
Students 
Mobilize 
to End 
Homelessness, 
not only to 
reach out to 
people who are 
experiencing 
homelessness 
never done 
this 	kind 
of 	thing 
before, don't 
worry!" 
Paul-Cook 
emphasized 
that the event 
was primarily 
student led, 
pointing out 
that, "I am 
just one of 
many people 
St. Patrick's Day History Revealed 
By Alissa Kness 
With March 17 right around 
the corner, students are probably 
making plans to celebrate St. 
Patrick's Day. St. Patrick is the 
famous patron saint of Ireland; 
but, in spite of his fame, much 
of his life remains a mystery. 
Traditional images of St. Patrick's 
Day shamrocks, leprechauns, 
snakes and green beer, but which 
of these images are fact, and 
which are the result of hundreds 
of years of storytelling? The 
website, www.historychannel. 
corn, helps uncover the truth 
behind this popular holiday. 
St. Patrick was born in Britain 
near the end of the fourth century, 
and died on or near March 17, 
460 AD. At age 16, Patrick was 
kidnapped by a group of Irish 
raiders and transported to Ireland, 
where he lived in captivity for six 
years. During this time, he had 
little interaction with others, and 
turned instead to his religion, 
becoming a devout Christian, 
and dreaming of converting his 
captors to Christianity. After six 
years in captivity, Patrick escaped 
and returned to England. 
According to his writings, a voice 
— which he believed to be God's 
— spoke to him in a dream, telling 
him it was time to leave Ireland. 
While in England, Patrick had  
another dream in which an angel 
told him to return to Ireland as a 
missionary. This dream prompted 
him to seek religious training, 
and after being ordained as a 
priest, Patrick set off to Ireland 
with a dual mission: to minister 
to Christians already living in 
Ireland and to begin to convert 
the Irish, who practiced a nature-
based pagan religion centered on 
oral legend and myth. 
To reach these pagans, Patrick 
chose to incorporate aspects of 
their traditional rituals into lessons 
of Christianity. According to 
the website historychannel.com , 
"he used bonfires to celebrate 
Easter since the Irish were used 
to honoring their gods with fire. 
He also superimposed a sun, 
a powerful Irish symbol, onto 
the Christian cross to create 
what is now called a Celtic 
cross." In doing so, St. Patrick 
was successful in leading one 
of the largest, and most famous 
movements of Christianity in 
Ireland. 
Although celebrated in Ireland 
as a religious holiday for hundreds 
of years, the first organized St. 
Patrick's Day parade did not take 
place in Ireland; rather, it happened 
in New York City, on March 17, 
1762. Today, St. Patrick's Day 
is celebrated by people of all 
,„k.,4 v).” 
backgrounds in the United States, 
Canada, and Australia, and it has 
even been celebrated in other 
locations farther from Ireland, 
including Japan, Singapore, and 
Russia. 
In modern-day Ireland, St. 
Patrick's Day has traditionally 
been a religious occasion. In fact, 
up until the 1970s, Irish laws 
mandated that pubs be closed on 
March 17. Beginning in 1995, 
however, the Irish government 
began a national campaign to use 
St. Patrick's Day as an opportunity 
to drive tourism and showcase 
Ireland to the rest of the world. 
Last year, close to one million 
people took part in Ireland's St. 
Patrick's Day Festival in Dublin, 
a multi-day celebration featuring 
parades, concerts, outdoor theater 
productions and fireworks shows. 
Three popular symbols of 
the holiday, the shamrock, the 
leprechaun, and the vision of 
St. Patrick removing the snakes 
from Ireland, actually have 
questionable historical reality in 
association with the holiday. 
The shamrock is a sacred plant 
of ancient Ireland because it 
symbolizes the rebirth of spring. 
According to historychannel. 
corn, "the three-leafed clover, the 
shamrock, has long-held a place 
in Irish culture. Although it is 
• 
widely believed that St. Patrick 
used the shamrock to illustrate the 
Christian doctrine of the trinity, 
this idea cannot be proven, in fact, 
the first written mention of this 
story did not appear until nearly 
a thousand years after Patrick's 
death." By the seventeenth 
century, the shamrock had evolved 
into a symbol of emerging Irish 
nationalism. While its origins 
as a symbol definitely date back 
hundreds of years, there is no 
proof that St. Patrick used the 
shamrock in any of his teachings. 
The leprechaun, meaning "small-
bodied fellow" is another well-
known Irish symbol; however, it 
had nothing to do with St. Patrick 
or the celebration of St. Patrick's 
Day. Belief in leprechauns stems 
from the Celtic belief in fairies. 
According to historychannel. 
corn, "In Celtic folktales, 
leprechauns were cranky souls, 
responsible for mending the shoes 
of the other fairies. Though only 
minor figures in Celtic folklore, 
leprechauns were known for 
continued from page 2 
...the Homeless and Housing 
Minnesota to help make housing 
and homelessness prevention 
top issues at the legislature. 
Although Lobby Day might sound 
intimidating to someone who is 
new at it, Paul-Cook pointed out 
that it is easy to be involved in the 
process. "Once you register (www. 
housingminnesota.org/events),  
meetings will be scheduled with 
legislators and constituents from 
your area. Experts will provide 
advocacy training, and a team 
leader will facilitate the meetings, 
so if you've   
their trickery." 	Interestingly, 
the modern American view of 
leprechauns is very different, 
due to the 1959 Walt Disney 
film "Darby O'Gill & the Little 
People." The cheerful, friendly 
leprechaun depicted in this film 
is a purely American invention 
that has quickly evolved into an 
easily recognizable symbol of 
both St. Patrick's Day and Ireland 
in general. 
Legend states that during his 
mission in Ireland St. Patrick 
once stood on a hilltop, and with 
only a wooden staff by his side, 
banished all the snakes from 
Ireland. However, in reality, 
Ireland was never home to any 
snakes. The historychannel.com  
states that, "the 'banishing of the 
snakes was really a metaphor for 
the eradication of pagan ideology 
from Ireland and the triumph of 
Christianity." 
While celebrating St. Patrick's 
Day this year, it is interesting 
to consider the real origins and 
symbols of the holiday. 
our legislators into pushing 
agendas to fight homelessness 
in Minnesota. By drawing a 
large assembly of students from 
different universities, we hoped 
legislators felt pressured by their 
constituents to take action." 
Paul-Cook emphasized that even 
if students were unable to attend 
the event on March 9-10, they 
can still be involved in the fight 
against homelessness by learning 
more about the issues and voicing 
their opinions, namely by writing 
or talking to legislators. "I hope 
for students to discuss the issues 
broadly and 
Raising Awareness 
from several 
schools and the larger community 
involved in supporting and 
planning the event. Logan 
Scheiwe has also taken a central 
lead in organizing these efforts 
and in involving Concordia 
students." 
Logan Scheiwe described his 
goal in taking such an active 
role in organizing and involving 
students for this cause. "Our 
goals from Homeless on the 
Hill were twofold," Scheiwe 
said. "First, we hoped to raise 
awareness of the current situation 
of homelessness in Minnesota 
and the Twin Cities Area. We 
hoped to unite students and give 
them a better understanding of 
the concept of homelessness. 
Secondly, we hoped to influence  
but to change 
public policy," Paul-Cook said. 
Changing public policy means 
doing more than showing 
compassion, and Paul-Cook 
said "Although compassion is 
wonderful, volunteering at soup 
kitchens and homeless shelters 
is not enough; we have a moral 
imperative to change the policy 
environment that exacerbates 
the underlying problems. And 
young people do have voices; we 
need to feel empowered to use 
them, realize that we can make 
a difference and be heard." For 
more information about getting 
involved in the fight against 
homelessness, go to http://web. 
csp.edu/servicelearning/nhhaw/  
index.html. 
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COUPON 
for Concordia Students, Faculty and Staff 
Wouldn't it be great if you saved money' 
on your taxes this year? 
I promise a speedy, accurate return and yes. I will maxi ze your 
deductions, I can help you navigate the complex new federal and 
state regulations. Your taxes will be filed electronically, 
$50.00 for a 1040 EZ tax return 
Call for fees on preparing other tax forms 
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I $10.00 off any tax service with this coupon. I 
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Ginger Decker, Concordia Alumni, for friendly, professional tax 
preparation and accounting. Call 651-484-9160 with questions. ". 
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Cheap Thrills: DVD Rental Highlights Improvements to Student Union 
By Ben Fink 	 audio/video jacks (the red, white, 
The Student Union has been and yellow cables). 
going through some noticeable 	All rentals are free and are due 
changes this semester. 	One back by midnight of the third day. 
exciting new perk for students is If rentals are not returned on time, 
the DVD and DVD player rental there is some leniency, but an 
program. As of Feb. 18, current incident report will eventually be 
students with a valid student ID filed, along with a fine imposed to 
are able to rent DVDs and DVD replace the missing property. 
players at the Student Union 	Jennifer Haworth, the Director. 
desk from 4:30 p.m. to midnight, of Student Union and Coordinator 
seven days a week. Each DVD for Student Activities, said that 
player comes with a remote and a Student Senate task force 
instructions and is easy to hook originated the plan last year. 
up if one's television has RCA Unfortunately, the planning fell 
through, but was taken up again 
this semester. 
Haworth said that the funding 
for the three Memorex DVD 
players along with 15 DVDs'came 
from the Student Union budget. 
Student Senate also purchased 
115 movies, 100 of which came 
from an online company. The 
company provided quantity 
rather than quality, as most of the 
100 titles would have been more 
popular to the Concordia college 
students of 1955. 
On the other hand, the other 
30 DVDs are newer, popular 
movies such as the "Lord of the 
Rings" trilogy, "Spiderman 2," 
"The Royal Tenenbaums," "Big 
Fish," and "Happy Gilmore." 
The list will not stop there either 
because the DVD collection will 
be expanding. Haworth will be 
"working the budget to include 
costs to buy a lot more." 
The DVD rental program is not 
the only improvement that has 
been made to the Union. Along 
with the new foosball table on 
the first floor, there will be a new  
lighting system on the second 
floor of the Union. Haworth said 
that some other possible changes 
would be a new air hockey table 
to replace the current one and the 
relocation of the Bear Den to Tier 
3 
Haworth is always looking for 
insight from students. If students 
have any recommendations to 
improve the Union, or if there are 
any DVDs one would like added 
to the inventory, send comments 
to haworth@csp.edu . 
Prayer Walk, A Walk of Faith 
By Andy Herzberg 	 or limitations because the Holy 	The final stage is the "outward" 
The prayer path is a journey, Spirit will act in and through journey. This time focuses on 
much in the same way that faith each believer as a result of the relationships with self, others, 
is a journey. The journey of faith experience. The effects might not and the world in which all live. 
is a walk with Christ as Micah 6:8 be immediate, and for some, they The prayer path helps to see the 
says, "He has showed you, 0 man, might take years to see, but, by light of faith being restored by 
what is good. And what does the the Spirit, change will occur. 	God in the death and resurrection 
LORD require of you? To act 	The journey has three stages, of Jesus. It is a time of sending— 
justly and to love mercy and to the "inward," "center," and sending the participant into the 
walk humbly with your God." "outward" journey. The theme world with the desire to serve 
This text describes the journey— of the "inward" journey is letting God. 
the life, death, and hope for the go—letting go of things that 	To experience the prayer path at 
resurrection—of a Christian. 	drag believers down and hinder Concordia, people simply should 
The prayer path, located in the their ability to fully live life in remove their shoes; focus on God' 
chapel, is one way to involve Christ. This time can be spent in with body, mind, and soul; and 
the body in a journey of prayer, prayer, asking the Lord for help, let the Holy Spirit work. Walk 
which is central to the Christian forgiveness, hope and love. Or, it at a pace that is comfortable, and 
life. It is designed to be a personal can simply be a reflection of life. 	be open to the experience. The 
encounter with God through 
	
The "center" of the journey is chapel is open from for several 
prayer and scripture. The walk a place of peace. This can be hours every day. Appointments 
is a personal activity that allows interpreted as a desert: the desert can be made with the Campus 
participants to move at their own ce without worrying ab ut in which Israel traveled, the desert Ministry Center at x8765 or 
in which Christ was tempted, and campusministry@csp.edu . 	. - 
the daily desert in which all live. 	The design for the prayer path is keeping up with the community. 
This is a time to be still and know modeled after the path in Chartres This freedom, through the Holy 
that He is God (Psalm 46:10), Cathedral, located in Notre Spirit, allows one to be safe and 
and that He cares This can also Dame, France. CSP's prayer path open to God. 
be done in prayer, with people was designed by Andy Herzberg This journey is different for 
asking the Lord to work through and built with the help of United all who take it. No one person 
them, be in them, and fill them. Minds of Joint Action (UMOJA). is at the same mental, spiritual, 
One can also silence the mind and It will remain intact and ready for or personal state as another. 
pay attention to God. 	 use through the Easter season. The walk has no requirements 
CSP Prepares for Relay for Life 
By Emily Marcus 	 which Concordia students walk. explained, "cancer has affected 
From seven in the evening until Each bag is decorated, either by many of my family members and 
seven the next morning, Concordia the donor or by the Relay for friends; I feel very strongly about 
students, staff and faculty will be Life coordinator, with names, being actively involved. It is an 
awake and walking. On April 1- memories and messages of hope honor to be walking with others 
2, the Gangelhoff Center will be and encouragement for those who who have gone through so many 
hosting its second annual Relay have struggled, and those who struggles and have kept fighting 
for Life. The American Cancer are still struggling with cancer. and believing. It gives everyone 
Society, which sponsors the event, Throughotit the 12-hour vigil, hope." 
is "the nationwide community- each team will have at least one 
based 	voluntary 	  member walking the 
"It is an honor 
to be walking 
with others who 
have gone 
through so many 
struggles and 
have kept 
fighting and 
believing." 
- Haidee Kuehne 
At present, six 	 Concordia 
teams are registered to walk for importantly, volunteeringprovides 
the cause. Each team member an opportunity to work outside of 
receives a fundraising packet to the university and connect with 
work towards this year's goal the surrounding community. 
of 15,000 dollars. This is a 	Haworth continues to work with 
7,000 dollar increase from last the Concordia Activities Board to 
year's reported donations. 	In promote this kind of involvement. 
exchange for their contribution, Very few have not known 
donors receive bags which are someone who has dealt with a 
placed along the pathway on form of cancer. As Haidee Kuehne 
health organization 
dedicated to 
eliminating cancer 
as a major health 
problem by 
preventing cancer, 
saving 	lives, 
and 	diminishing 
suffering 	from 
cancer, 	through 
research, education, 
advocacy and 
service." 
illuminated path. 
In a recent 
interview, Jen 
Haworth, Director 
of the Student 
Union and Student 
Activities, explained 
the importance of 
participating in 
Relay for Life. She 
clarified that not only 
does involvement 
promote the 
name, but more 
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Track Team Hangs Up Their Shoes 
The 2005 Track and Field Team. 
put him in first place. 
A member of the team who will 
be returning will be junior James 
McNear. The All-Star quarterback 
made the decision to finally come 
out to the track to compete in 
the high jump. After the coaches 
saw his success and talent, they 
decided to place him in the 
heptathlon. Of the five events in 
which he would be competing, 
the only one McNear would have 
in the coming years, but we're on the court. He hopes to one day 
headed in the right direction," live in Australia. 
Marxhausen said, "I have a lot of 	Marxhausen is a remarkable 
work to do, as in my game, and individual as well as a very 
talented basketball I don't know if I'll 
ever live up to my 
expectations. I'm 
a perfectionist and 
if I make a single 
mistake, then I've 
fallen short of my 
expectations. And 
I make a lot of 
mistakes." He has a 
solid work ethic and 
a strong foundation 
that will help to put 
Concordia on the 
map for basketball. 
Outside of sports, 
player. As for the 
season, "We have 
an opportunity to 
make some noise at 
the end of this year, 
and I'm hoping 
that, as a team, we 
get hot and make 
a run, which we're 
very capable," 
Marxhausen said. 
"As far as next 
year, although we 
lose our two best 
players, Brian 
Marxhausen said 
the most important things to him 
are his faith, number one, and 
his family. He admits to being a 
"mama's boy" and goes home to 
see her as often as he can. These 
values help to keep him grounded 
at school and keep his mind where 
it belongs, either in the books or 
Jamros and Justin 
Vandenberg, we have a good 
group coming back, and I am 
planning on continuing the work 
that we have done this year in 
putting Concordia on the map and 
making a name for this program, 
just as most of the other sports 
here have done." 
Spotlight Athlete: Kyle Marxhausen 
By Adrian Perryman 
The indoor track season is over 
for the Golden Bear track squad. 
The Bears had a successful season, 
which included many new faces 
and many new broken records. 
The men's team will return all but 
four seniors next year. They will 
lose first-year heptathlete Owen 
Rasmussen and three members of 
the 4x400 meter relay team that 
holds the indoor school record. 
Minnesota native Aron Stumvoll 
and captains Darrion Branscomb 
and William Moore will also not 
be returning next year. 
Stumvoll recently broke an 
eight-year-old record in the 
800 meter run. At the U of M 
Snowshoe Open, Stumvoll ran 
a time of 1:57.7, breaking the 
record previously held by Head 
Cross Country Coach Jonathan 
Breithbarth. Branscomb was 
named NSIC Track Athlete of the 
Week after his performance in the 
open 400 and the 4x400 meter 
relay at the Snowshoe Open. He 
ran an open time of 49.51, which 
Photo courtesy of Athletic Dept. 
Kyle Marxhausen 
By Ben Johnson 
Kyle Marxhausen grew up in 
Rosemount, Minn. where he 
attended Rosemount High School 
and played baseball, football, 
and basketball. Marxhausen 
was First Team All-State, First 
Team All-Metro, and First Team 
All-Defense. He is Rosemount 
High School's all-time leading 
scorer. After much deliberation, 
he decided to attend Minnesota 
State University Mankato. He 
played one season and decided it 
was not the place for him. He then 
had a choice to make. Should he 
go to a school and not play, or try 
to find a school where he could 
play. That is where Andy Stein, a 
Concordia University basketball 
player, and Concordia University 
came into play. 
The Bears quickly jumped 
on the opportunity to sign this 
player. Marxhausen felt that the 
school did a great job making 
him feel right at home and taking 
the pressure off of him as he was 
trying to make the decision. Since 
deciding to join the Concordia 
basketball team, he has helped to 
build an already growing tradition 
of quality college basketball. He 
feels the team has made some 
great strides in making this school 
a real powerhouse. "We still have 
goals to accomplish this year and  
trouble with was the pole vault, in 
which he had never participated 
before. At the NSIC Heptathlon 
Competition, McNear placed 
2nd overall. He won the 55meter 
hurdles and the high jump and 
placed second in the 55 meter 
dash and the long jump. His high 
jump of 6-6 % as well as his final 
point score in the heptathlon were 
both school records. 
After the season, all the track 
athletes can look back on the 
season as successful. 
"I have a lot of 
work to do, as in 
my game, and I 
don't know if I'll 
ever live up to my 
expectations. I'm 
a perfectionist and 
if I make a single 
mistake, then I've 
fallen short of my 
expectations. " 
Kyle Marxhausen 
